VISUAL IMPACT
ASSESSMENT SERVICES

— Insite Landscape Architects

LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL IMPACTS

Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (VIA) is vital and
key to effective planning decisions since it helps identify

the effects of new developments on views and on the
landscape itself. These effects can be quite different. Some
developments can have visual effects but none on landscape
character and some vice versa. A depth of analysis and
understanding of these two interrelated aspects is required
to produce a successful VIA.
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— Insite Track Record

Over the last 20 years Insite Landscape Architects have completed numerous

VIA studies on various types of infrastructure development projects - Incl

Electrical, Roads and Mining sectors. Unique VIA projects include:

«  Various size/ type electrical engineering projects including power
substations, power lines and related infrastructure

«  Kumba Iron Ore Thabazimbi Mine - rehabilitation proposal and visual
study (2016)

«  VIA for Solar power station project in Limpopo Province (2015)

«  VIA for Gautrain viaduct, N1 overpass (2008)

(D VIA - What is it?
Visual Impact Assessment (or VIA) is the analysis of the potential visual
impacts to the landscape and its views resulting from a proposed | SSSERRTSES TSR IV BRI Sy S .
development or land management action. The document that contains a  EEAEIT TR BT ET) T
visual impact analysis is referred to as a Visual Impact Assessment or VIA. .
Visual impacts occur when changes in the landscape are noticeable to viewers
looking at the landscape from their private dwellings, offices or recreational
areas - roads and public amenities with cultural, heritage or ecological
significance. These may include sites that merit preservation for future
generations including Biosphere Reserves; SAHRA declared heritage sites;
National Monuments; Nature Reserves with local/ national/international
significance. Scenic routes, for example include the Garden Route which is
an icon of scenic beauty and the Panorama Route in Mpumalanga.

(2) Why is a VIA necessary?

Visual impact is measured as the change to the receiving environment
and the extent to which that change compromises negative or positive or
maintains the visual or scenic quality. The Assessment seeks to identify
the key features of the landscape and map any changes that the proposed
development would have on its character. The assessment takes into

account the following:

- Sensitivity of the proposed development For Example...

+ Nature, scale of the development What is the perceived change sense
- Extent of the proposed development will be visible of place, beauty and identity the
- Degree of visual intrusion or obstruction landscape had before and after the
- Distance of the view proposed development?

- Change in character or quality of the view
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(3 PART OF THE EIA PROCESS

Visual Impact Assessment (VIA) is done as part of the Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA) reporting stages. Insite lLandscape
Architects can be appointed to conduct a VIA as part of the specialist
studies that might be required.

Reports are submitted by Environmental Assessment Practitioners
(EAP) to Gauteng Department of Agriculture and Rural Development
(GDARD) for Gauteng and for the Western Cape Department of
Environmental Affairs and Development Planning (DEA&DP) and
similarly under each province.

MITIGATION PLANS

As part of the VIA report stage Insite also provides inputs on
Mitigation measures.

Mitigation measures add to the role and usefulness of the proposed
development, contributing to the conservation and enhancement of
the natural and cultural environment. Visual and landscape mitigation
measures are then captured in the Environmental Management
Programme for the overall EIA submitted for the proposed
development.

INSITE VALUE ADD SERVICES

§s When it comes to planning and decision-making some of the key
Phomé; the aims of the VIA is to do an “accurate visual simulation” of the

Y proposed development. This graphic simulation also serves as a
valuable Planning and Design Tool. Insite offers in-context, realistic
design renderings and photo-quality 3D imagery of the proposed
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“Our landscape reflects and embodies our cultural values and our shared natural heritage and contributes to the
well-being of our society, environment and economy. We have an obligation to ourselves and to future generations
to promote its sustainable protection, management and planning. ” (National Landscape Strategy for Ireland 2015-2025)

NE AL | Relevant Qualification: Relevant Qualification:
T EA M Master of Science in Environmental Master of Environmental Management

Schoof Management, 1998, Rand Afrikaans (M.Inst. Agrar), 2013, University of
University Pretoria
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